Raising A Reader……The Literacy Homeshow

Kim Mott

1) Capture Your Audience with a quote….read it with passion!

Words from Peter Usborne:  

“Children are clever—they are our equals.  We shouldn’t talk down to them, but look across at them.

Books should be friendly, and as much like magnets as possible.  They should be reliable and accurate, stylish and artistic.

They should be accessible, and also surprising and provocative.  Books should help get you off your couch so your not just sitting there watching t.v. and chewing gum.  

They should promote wondering, they should be better than good.”

2) Reel them in with Literacy Focused Statistics and Message

Did you Know?
*90% of a child’s language is developed by age 5

*40% of all 8 year olds in the U.S. cannot read independently

*Only 1 out of 8 kids who cannot read at age level by 1st grade will catch up to grade level in their life

*The single most important activity for building life long success is reading aloud to children!

Other Resources/References:  Jim Trelease, Read Aloud Handbook, and the 20 year research study conducted by the Dept. of Ed. titled Becoming A Nation of Readers
Message:

YOU  have the power everyday to shape your child’s life just by reading a book….but you must have the BEST books!

3) READ ALOUD A FAVORITE TITLE!   Again….with PASSION
Talk about the attributes of the book; i.e. illustrations, vocabulary, internet links, etc…what makes it so special.

4) Now, you’ve got everyone in the room.  Talk about the books!
Baby Books~ First Picture, That’s Not My, Animal Hide and Seek, My Baby Can Read, Find the Duck
Learning to Read Books~ Mouse About the House, Ted and Friends, Picture Books, Farmyard Tales, Alphabet Lotto, Puzzle Books, Flashcards

Keep them Reading Books~ Young Reading Series, Great Searches, See Inside, Illustrated Stories for Girls and Boys

Art Books~ Big Book of Playtime Activities, I can Draw Animals, Art 

Treasury, Stencil Books, Things to Make and Do Kits, 365 Things to Make & Do
Homework Hero Books~ Illustrated Dictionary of Math and Science, Encyclopedia Set, 100 Science Experiments, Big Book of Science Things to Make and Do, Usborne Famous Lives   
Internet Linked Books!  If you have time, show how these work on a computer!

5) Take a breath!  Explain the folders and the catalog; procedures for ordering.  (Books I want to Remember Sheet)  

*Free Book Drawing with Customer Survey Slip

*Offer the Usborne Opportunity

Two Most Important Tips for Successful Home Shows

1) Always tell yourself you will sell at least $500 and book 1 show. 

2) Build a Relationship with your hostess.  In fact, build relationships with everybody, that’s what this is all about!
