Product Knowledge of the Books I use at my Home Show

By: Wendy Smart – KY Regional 2007
These are the books that I typically show at my home shows and what I say about them:

Complete Book of Farmyard Tales with CD
This is the best value in the entire catalog!  You receive 20 titles under one cover along with a read-along CD for $24.99.  If purchased separately the books alone would cost almost $120!  So much activity under one cover!  This book is a great example of our “duel level readers”.  Each story contains a simple line of text across the top of the page and a more detailed line at the bottom.  Beginner readers can read the top line alone, while an adult reads the bottom line of text.  As they become more acquainted with the book and the text they can read both lines alone. This book is also great when you are reading to a child who has a hard time sitting still.  Just read the top line to make it through the story at an accelerated rate.  A little yellow duck is also hidden on every page to provide additional activity and sense of familiarity to children as they venture through Apple Tree Farm.  A “must have” book for every household.
Bible Stories Jigsaw Puzzle Book
How great is it to have wonderful, child friendly versions of popular bible stories combined with the hands on activity of jigsaw puzzles in one book?  The illustrations in this book are beautiful with their gold foil accents.  The illustrations are also printed underneath of the puzzle pieces to provide ease of locating each piece to its appropriate location.  It also works out great in case a piece were to get lost (which we know never happens with kids).  You still have a complete illustration and not just a hole revealing brown paper backing like with most puzzles.  Also, the center piece of each puzzle is shaped like a familiar object that relates to each story (an ark for Noah’s Ark, a lion’s head for Daniel and the Lion’s Den, etc.).  These books are great to take to restaurants to keep children occupied through long meals. 
 Helpful Hint:  Although the puzzles pieces fit nicely in the book for storage, we know that not all children will take the time to put the book away properly after every use.  Try keeping all of the puzzle pieces in a gallon size storage bag in a cupboard or drawer.  Reserve them for special occasions.  This will help avoid extra clean up for you and create the “new toy effect” when the puzzles are taken out of the drawer for them to play with.  Because the illustrations are still on the page, your book will be enjoyable to look at and read without the added activity of the puzzles.   

In the Castle or any Picture Book
These books are wonderful for naptime or bedtime stories.  They are the perfect length, not too long and not too short.  The illustrations are beautiful and each book has a very high picture to word ratio.  I love the variety of incredibly descriptive adjectives that are used in every book.  Plus, being able to purchase a hardback edition (with a nice, padded cover) of any storybook for under $10 is an incredible value!
That’s Not My Puppy or any “That’s Not My” book
This is the first Usborne book that I ever purchased for my son 3 years ago after becoming a consultant.  I was amazed at how drawn he was to the book at just 7 months of age.  Each board book page is very brightly colored and has a wonderful touchy-feely patch that seems to draw in chubby little fingers.  The corners of the books are also rounded to help provide protection for little eyes and faces (and for those mommies who have ever had a book thrown at them.  Can I see a show of hands?)  There are over 20 titles in this series to choose from in male, female and gender neutral subjects.  These books make great new baby and first birthday gifts!  
World of Animals

The photos in this book are truly amazing!  The colorful, real life images of the animals immediately draw a child’s attention into the pages of this wonderful book.  The text on each page is broken into bite-size chunks that are easy for a child to read, digest and then recall the information again later.   The internet links provide unlimited amounts of information, activities and knowledge.  Internet linked books are wonderful for children who tend to shy away from books and head straight to the computer for activity and research.  These books allow them to enjoy the best of both worlds.
Other Suggestions on Types of Books to Highlight and Why……
· Princesses, Pirates and Fairies, Oh My!  Oh, and Dinosaurs, too!  Always focus on what seems to be popular with kids at the moment.

· Know your audience!  Ask for everyone to introduce themselves at the beginning of the show and tell the ages of the important children in their lives that would enjoy having Usborne books of their own.  Don’t focus on toddler books with a middle school crowd or talk about several chapter books with a “new baby” playgroup.
· Always bring new titles!  You’ll find that Usborne shoppers tend to be repeat offenders.  When hostesses have friends who book shows from their show, you will see a lot of the same people circulate around.  It’s always nice for them to see and hear about new product instead of the same speech over and over again.

· Bring expensive books!  What?  It is nice to have a variety of books in different price points to show customers.  After all, we do offer books starting at the low price of just $3.99!  However, people are more likely to purchase a $5 book “sight unseen” as opposed to a $40 book that they have only seen a one inch picture of in a catalog.  People need “visual justification” when spending that kind of money for a “book”.
